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 Dear Reader, 
 
We are very happy to bring you the second edition of this Environmental Bulletin. Reviews and 
positive feedback from the readership of the first issue have motivated us to continue with even 
greater dedication in preparing this number. 
 
In the first issue, particular attention was paid to the activities of students, schools and villages to 
protect the environment. This issue will follow on from this by placing the spotlight on the use of 
renewable resources in energy production and their importance to environmental protection and 
sustainable development. In the pages of this newsletter you will also find information various 
global, regional and national initiatives to protect the environment which are being pursued by 
institutions, civil society organizations and artists alike within Kosovo. To complement this, impor-
tant environmental facts, advice on environmental protection and a calendar of environmental 
events in 2011 will also be contained herein.  
 
Hoping that we remain on the right path to meet our goal of raising the level of quality environ-
mental information in Kosovo, we thank all those who have contributed to the enrichment of this 
newsletter with interesting topics and articles. At the same time, we ask for your continued coop-
eration and encourage all interested individuals and organizations to send us information about 
their environmental activities. 
 
 Editorial Team  
 

At a time when Kosovo is still facing electricity 

shortages and scheduled outages according to 

the ABC system, somewhere, in a corner of 

Kosovo, a family has developed their own in-

novative solution. The Ademi family in the vil-

lage of Pollatë/e in Northern Kosovo has built a 

"mini hydro power plant" to satisfy its electric-

ity needs. This “Mini hydro power plant” has, 

for five years now, continuously produced 

electricity and has already become well known 

throughout Kosovo. The work started by Nebih 

Ademi continues today by his proud sons.  

Pollatë/e village lies about 20 km from Podu-

jeva/Podujevo, to the northwest of the Pol-

latë/e Gorge where the river by the same 

name joins the Llapi/Lap River. Quarters of the 

village are located near these rivers and some 

in the nearby hills. Llapjans (natives of Llap/Lap 

region) say the two most important discoveries 

in the history of mankind - wheels and electric-

ity - have come together in the Llap/Lap Moun-
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Using flowing water to produce electricity is one 

of the best alternatives to the widely used ther-

mal power plants in Kosovo to reduce the nega-

tive impacts on the environment. ◊ 
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 A Kosovan non-governmental organization 

“Lulebora”, specialized in dealing with social 

issues including women, youth, children, and 

minorities, today runs a plastic recycling activ-

ity. This involves collecting, pressing and selling 

forward the PET-plastic that is commonly used 

in plastic bottles and packaging material.  

With support from the Royal Netherlands Em-

bassy, Lulebora has completed its first one 

year project on environmental protection. The 

project began with an awareness campaign,  

designing and disseminating information bro-

chures on environmental protection and plas-

tic recycling. This was followed by workshops 

facilitating community engagement with envi-

ronmental protection. These workshops fo-

cused on the philosophy of Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle and Resell (4R). Participants noted the 

need for a feasibility study for a National Recy-

cling Program and concluded that advocacy for 

the implementation of Environmental protec-

tion laws and secondary legislation regulating 

pollution levels from businesses are crucial.  

Shtime/Stimlje just completed the renovation 

of city street lights by installing photo-voltaic 

systems (solar panels) for producing electricity.  

As part of this project, 53 solar panels were 

installed of which 38 were installed on existing 

street lighting columns, while 15 were installed 

on new columns which were constructed on 

the road Shtime/Stimlje-Ferizaj/Urosevac. The 

idea behind this sustainable street lighting pro-

ject in Shtime/Stimlje was developed by the 

Kosovo  Agency for Environmental Protection 

at the international conference "Protection of 

the Environment through Energy Efficiency, 

Practice - Opportunities - Actions."  

The Implementation of the project is supported 

by the Ministry of Environment and Spatial 

Planning, the municipality of Shtime/Stimlje and 

GTZ. ◊ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 Street light with a solar panel in Shtime  

 SHTIME/STIMLJE - TOWN WITH SOLAR STREET LIGHTS  

 

 

    FAST INFO BOX 
 

 Air quality in Kos-
ovo is poor due to 
emissions from 
existing power 
plants, which are 
not in compliance 
with current EU 
standards. 

 

 Kosovo’s new 
environmental 
legislation is on 
the whole harmo-
nised with EU 
standards. 

 

 Energy efficiency 
and energy de-
mand measures 
are critical to re-
ducing the high 
rate of annual 
energy demand 
growth in Kosovo. 

 

 About 150 new 
areas are in the 
procedure for 
legal protection, 
among them the 
“Bjeshket e Ne-
muna” Mountains 
as a National Park  
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Participants of different ages and backgrounds at the 
workshop  
 

According to Ms. Selvete Gashi, the Project 

Manager, the project experience verified the 

lack of environmental campaigns and recycling 

in Kosovo. “There is an urgent need for design-

ing programs that will contribute towards envi-

ronmental education, especially  amongst 

young people” Ms Gashi says.  

 

Promoting the role of civil society in decision 

making processes and healthy cooperation be-

tween environmental, governmental and busi-

ness actors are extremely important for the 

sustainable future of Kosovo. ◊ 

ECO-FRIENDLY TIPS!  

 Always turn the                 
  lights off when you        
        leave a room 

 RECYCLING AND BUILDING ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS  

 Use fabric bags instead  
of  disposable plastic bags for 
shopping 

 Turn the tap off 
while brushing your  
teeth 
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This story can fit 175-225 words. 

The purpose of a newsletter is to 

provide specialized information 

to a targeted audience. Newslet-

ters can be a great way to mar-

ket your product or service, and 

also create credibility and build 

your organization’s identity 

among peers, members, employ-

ees, or vendors. 

First, determine the audience of 

the newsletter. This could be 

anyone who might benefit from 

the information it contains, for 

example, employees or people 

interested in purchasing a prod-

uct or requesting your service. 

You can compile a mailing list 

from business reply cards, cus-

tomer information sheets, busi-

ness cards collected at trade 

shows, or membership lists. You 

might consider purchasing a mail-

ing list from a company. 

If you explore the Publisher cata-

log, you will find many publica-

tions that match the style of your 

newsletter. 

Next, establish how much time 

and money you can spend on 

your newsletter. These factors 

will help determine how fre-

quently you publish the newslet-

ter and its length. It’s recom-

mended that you publish your 

newsletter at least quarterly so 

that it’s considered a consistent 

source of information. Your 

customers or employees will 

look forward to its arrival. 

Caption describing picture 

or graphic. 
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Energy consumption in Kosovo has increased 

permanently over the last decade. To date, rela-

tively little attention has been paid to energy 

saving measures. A large majority of buildings in 

Dragash/Dragaš lack thermal insulation or any 

other energy efficiency measures. During the 

cold winters, space heating is typically provided 

by wood burning stoves. However, the lack of 

insulation means significant heat losses, and 

this increases the costs of heating and de-

creases the level of comfort within the build-

ings.  

 

A pilot project was implemented by UNDP in 

Dragash/Dragaš and funded by the Government 

of Finland to support reductions in energy 

losses and increases in energy efficiency. A situ-

ational analysis of energy consumption was 

conducted with the Directorate of Education 

and Kosovar Association for Renewable Energy 

and Energy Efficiency (AKEREE). As a result of 

this, the Ulina school in the village of Kosava in 

Dragash/Dragaš was chosen for the upgrading 

After a musical tour of Kosovo’s main cities, the 

Swiss group "Broken Dreams” continued their 

successful tour across several cities in Switzer-

land. During the concerts held in Thun, 

Lausanne, Lucerne and Zurich, the band per-

formed songs produced in collaboration be-

tween the group and renowned composers 

from Kosovo.  Many of these compositions are 

based on twenty wishes of Kosovo children that 

reflect their visions for the environment and the 

natural beauty of Kosovo. Songs were per-

formed in Albanian and German. The audiences, 

who were very pleased with the concerts, were 

primarily composed of Kosovan diaspora and 

local culture and music fans.  

 

The “Broken Dreams” group mainly cultivates 

the "chanson-Jazz" style of music and their 

members are Alexandra Prussa (vocals), John 

Wolf Brennan (piano), and Peter Gossweiler 

(bass), aided by Kosovar drummer Nesim Max-

huni. The concerts are part of the 

"Kosovambient Song" initiative which is sup-

ported by the Swiss Embassy in Kosovo and is 

the result of a very original and clean culture 

exchange between Switzerland and Kosovo. The 

main goal of this project is - through children -  

to send a clear message on environmental pro-

tection to adults. ◊ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
  

The Swiss musical group "Broken Dreams”  
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ENVIRONMENTAL     
CALENDAR 

 
2011 Interna-

tional   Year of 
Forests  

 
2 February  

World Wetlands 
Day  

 

 

21 March 
 World Forestry 

Day  
 
 

22 March 
 World Water Day 

 
 

23 March 
World Meteoro-

logical Day  
 
 

26 March  
Earth Hour  

 
 

7 April 
World Health Day                    

 
 

22 April 
Earth Day 
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The old school building had outer walls without 

thermal insulation and old damaged windows 

and doors. The renovation included the thermal 

insulation of walls and replacement of the old 

windows and doors with new ones. The pilot 

project was completed within 30 days. As a 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΩǎ 

energy consumption has decreased by 36%. 

Consumption of wood decreased by 35.77% 

between 2009 and 2010, from 35.84t to 23.02t. 

In addition to the energy savings realised, the 

increase in temperature throughout the prem-

ises has resulted in more pleasant studying and 

working conditions.  ◊ 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 

 SAVING ENERGY THROUGH INSULATION 

http://www.un.org/esa/forests/2011/2011.html
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/2011/2011.html
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/2011/2011.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/world-wetlands-day/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/water/topics/wetlands/world-wetlands-day/index.html
http://www.tree-nation.com/257346
http://www.tree-nation.com/257346
http://www.worldwaterday.org/
http://www.wmo.ch/wmd/
http://www.wmo.ch/wmd/
http://www.earthhour.org/
http://www.who.int/world-health-day/
http://ww2.earthday.net/
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The European Environment Agency has re-

cently published a report titled "The European 

Environment State and Outlook 2010." Impor-

tantly, this is the first time that this report has 

been published in Albanian language. 

 

The report provides data on the environmental 

situation in Europe, paying particular attention 

to climate change, biodiversity, natural re-

sources, waste, health and quality of life, envi-

ronmental challenges and global connectivity 

in the dispute between them.   

Qatar recently launched a successful bid to 

stage the 2022 World Cup. When the suits 

from the Fifa technical committee came for an 

inspection in September, they were taken to a 

500-seater, five-a-side stadium that had been 

erected in a matter of weeks in an attempt to 

prove that it is possible to play football in 

Qatar in the summer.  

Fifa rules demand that World Cup matches be 

played under an open roof. Qatar's answer to 

that is to create a three metre-high bank of 

cool air in which players can play and specta-

tors can watch. 

 

The source of the air-conditioning can be found 

in the swathe of desert adjacent to the stadium: 

a "solar farm". In this “farm”, photovoltaic cells 

pour energy, year-round, into the national grid 

and tubes of water are heated to 200°C before 

their energy is transformed to cool vast freezer 

packs that sit under the stadium. According to 

Lee Hosking, one of the architects from Arup 

Associates, the British specialists responsible for 

the design of the showcase building mentioned 

above, the process is zero carbon.  

 

"How much energy do you need? We've got it 

from the sun."  ◊ BBC News   

 WORLD CUP 2022 SUPPORTED BY SOLAR FARMS 

 

 

 

This environment 

newsletter is published 

in cooperation with the 

Ministry of Environ-

ment and Spatial Plan-

ning (MESP) and the 

United Nations Devel-

opment Programme 

(UNDP) in Kosovo. 

 

Editorial Team: Afrim 

Berisha (MESP), Rizah 

Hajdari (MESP), Nadia 

Chaichee (UNDP) and 

Burbuqe Dobranja 

(UNDP). 
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The key messages of the report include: 

1. Opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions to meet the obligations of the 

Kyoto Protocol; 

2. Creation of a wide network of protected 

areas and programs to prevent extinction of 

endangered species; 

3. Preventing the continued depletion of natu-

ral resources and generation of waste associ-

ated with economic growth; 

4. Concerns about long-term damage to human 

health.  

 

To ensure long term environmental sustainability 

in Europe, the links between the global environ-

mental situation and the situation in Europe,  the 

implementation of environmental policies, and 

the strengthening of environmental governance 

are also discussed.  ◊ 

 

The European Environment State and Outlook 2010 :  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/synthesis/

translations/mjedisi-i-evropes-2013-gjendja 
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ECO-FRIENDLY TIPS!  

For the next issue in 
05/2011 subscribe 
at: www.ks.undp.org 
 
Online version: 
www.ks.undp.org/?
cid=2,26,973 

     

 EUROPEAN REPORT ON THE STATE OF ENVIRONMENT IN ALBANIAN 

 Keep Kosovo 
clean for you and 
your children 

 Educate and 
volunteer for nature 
conservation 

 Use  public 
transport, bike or 
walk instead of car  

http://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/synthesis/translations/mjedisi-i-evropes-2013-gjendja
http://www.eea.europa.eu/soer/synthesis/translations/mjedisi-i-evropes-2013-gjendja

